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Harvard Book Prize Award 2022

The Harvard Book Prize is awarded to exceptional S5 students who have accomplished academic excellence and
have made impactful contributions as responsible members of society. On 27 May, our students were honoured to
receive the Harvard Book Prize Essay Awards after joining the Harvard Book Prize Scholarship Competition. The
ceremony was held at the Catholic Ming Yuen Secondary School and as one out of eleven semi-finalists in Hong Kong,
our student, SA Anna Chan Jour-Yain, had an opportunity to be interviewed by the judges about her thought process
while writing her essay. Along with their certificates, the three winners of our school, 5SA Anna Chan Jour-Yain, 5A
Nicole Chan Cheuk Yu and 5E Sally Po Tsoi Nam, received a book entitled The Present by Spencer Johnson, which is
about a man’s journey as he faces challenges during unprecedented changes just like how we have adapted to a “new
normal” during this pandemic. As the semi-finalist, Anna has been invited to join the Harvard Mentorship Program
and benefit from the meeting and learning from their alumni in Hong Kong. Overall, it was an unforgettable and
remarkable experience for the winners.

Fittingly, we were asked to write an essay on a particular topic, experiencing alienation during the pandemic. We
agreed that the contest was not an academic burden nor a waste of time, but in fact, it made us contemplate serious
issues in our society and deepened our thinking. We believe that joining this writing contest has broadened our
horizons and enhanced our writing skills. Overall, it was an invaluable opportunity to share our thoughts and receive
constructive feedback from the judges.

In the end, we would like to express our gratitude to our English teacher, Ms. Yeung, who provided us with
enormous support and guidance throughout this nomination process. As well, special thanks to Mr. Hedley who
accompanied us to the ceremony, and we would like to thank the school for giving this priceless opportunity to
participate in a contest hosted by such a widely-recognized institution.

5A Anna Chan and 5E Sally Po

MI Young Writers Award 2022

MI Young Writers Award is an annual English writing competition that aims to foster and recognize excellence in
English writing by providing students with the opportunity to develop their expressive talents and creativity. This year,
2A Chow Ching Shun Lydia from the Junior Section, SA Wong Tsz Ching Ada and SE Lam Yu Kwan Yolanda from the
Senior Section had their essays selected as the Top 50 essays among all Hong Kong contestants with the topics “Should
smartphones be allowed in school?” and “If you became a social media influencer, what would you post about?”
Congratulations to Lydia, Ada, and Yolanda for their achievements.

Canadian English Writing Competition 2022 (Arch Cup)

Canadian English Writing Competition 2022 (Arch Cup) is a scholarly competition that includes all primary and
secondary school students in Hong Kong.  After three rounds of elimination, 13 of our students secured their places in
the Final with impressive results of 1 gold award, 4 silver awards, and 9 bronze awards in the elimination round in
December; and 3 gold awards, 4 silver awards, and 6 bronze awards in the semi-final in May. The Final with a live
writing competition was eventually held in July at Kowloon Bay International Trade and Exhibition Centre.

We are proud that the concerted efforts of our talented writers have further brought recognition and glory to our
school, which was crowned as the Secondary Division School Champion in the Arch Cup live Semi-final Competition
based on the total scores of all participants. Congratulations!

The HKFYG English Public Speaking Contest 2022

This school year, selected students from Secondary 2 joined the annual HKFYG English Public Speaking Contest
2022 hosted by the HKFYG Leadership Institute. To prepare for the contest, students attended evening workshops at
the Hong Kong Federation of Youth Groups Building. It was an invaluable experience for students to get an
opportunity to enrich their public speaking skills and share their speeches in front of their peers from different schools.
After the workshops, students entered the competition drafting their own speeches on a self-selected topic. On March
4, it was announced that 2B Melanie Wong and 2A Chara Yip had advanced to the District Semi-Finals with their
captivating and relevant topics, the benefits of learning different languages and the implementation of VR in lessons,
respectively.

This year, I joined the HKFYG English Public Speaking Contest. 1 was astonished and almost cried when I
received the notice that I had been admitted to the District Semi-Finals as I didn’t expect that I would enter the
Semi-Finals. Through this experience, it boosted my confidence and improved my speaking habits.

2B Melanie Wong

I’m not the type of person to speak in front of a large audience, but participating in this contest made my

confidence go through the roof, and that’s what I consider a miracle. I’m glad that I joined a public speaking
contest at least once in my life. It was such a rewarding experience. 2A Chara Yip
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V) The 14th English Radio Drama Competition

The 14th English Radio Drama Competition is an annual contest sponsored by SCOLAR to let students experience
the magic of sound and the creativity of their voices. Students can learn and enjoy the fun of script-writing and acting;
while developing team spirit, and building confidence in expressing themselves in English.

Among more than four hundred entries from Hong Kong and Macau, our group of S2 students advanced to the
Final out of five teams with their original story on the topic "In uncharted water". The students performed their Radio
Drama in the live competition on July 16 at the Hong Kong Polytechnic University, and eventually got the Bronze
Award, despite being the only team of junior form students.

VI)  S3 Volunteering: Beach Cleanup

On 6th June, English class 3A went to Lover’s Bridge, Shek O, to clean the beach in line with their English
curriculum about volunteering. The programme was sponsored by the Life-wide Learning Grant. Not only raising
their awareness on environmental protection, students used this experience to write magazine articles. The learning
opportunity was highly enjoyed by students, who developed positive values as a green-conscious citizen.

The sun was scorching and the weather was dry. The 3A class had just completed the uniform test and were
absolutely wiped. However, no matter how tired we were after completing the test, our bus ride to the beach
was filled with excitement and anticipation. Over the span of 20 minutes or so, I had already amassed a heavy
sum of rubbish. I was first amused at how much styrofoam there was, but after learning how it signalled a
larger issue, I was not so amused anymore. This beach cleanup, while very fun, was a wake up call for many.
Through this experience we came to realise just how severe the water pollution and littering problem in Hong
Kong was. Seeing how huge this issue was with our own bare eyes, we were truly impacted in the way textbooks
can’t. 3A Thewe Mikfung Mary
VII) The English Society: HKFYG Speaking for All workshop

On April 15, the English Society invited the HKFYG Institute for Leadership to organize a speaking workshop
about cultural myths. About 50 S2 to S5 club members participated in this interactive workshop that allowed students
opportunities outside of the classroom to interact with foreigners from more than 10 different countries.

During the Easter holiday, we joined a workshop called “Speaking for All”. The host, Jey, who came from
Singapore, started the workshop with some warm-up activities. We also learned from instructors from different
countries, such as Chad, Singapore, Indonesia, France, Venezuela and the United States. We were divided into
different groups. The interactive activities encouraged us to participate in a safe and inclusive environment, like the
storytelling of a myth from our own country which allowed us to practice the use of English and build up our
confidence in using English.

After attending this workshop, we could understand that learning English is not just all about the DSE, but
also connecting with others from different parts of the world. I'm glad to be part of the English Society, which
is really committed to organising awesome activities for promoting English on campus.

5E Chiu Wing Tung Toby
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