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River of Radiance is a compilation of essays by our students following our fourth collection Zimeless
Luminance Collections. This collection puts together students’ outstanding writings both in Chinese and
English as well as award winning pieces from various open writing competitions in recent years.
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Time flows by like a river when we witness today the 148" year of True
Light schools since their establishment, celebrating the 45" Anniversary of Hong
Kong True Light College. Since its foundation nearly half a century ago, our
College has seen progress and changes over different eras. Written chronicles
have developed from word-by-word, line-by-line transcription in the 70s to
the speech-to-text applications commonly found in mobile devices nowadays.
Technology advances along the time, so does education in True Light, which
has marched along with development in society. Reading every single word,
savouring every sentence in the pieces written by our True Light girls, I
seemed to have walked down their memory lane in their journey in True Light,
experiencing their sentiments towards the College, their reverence to parents,
their rapport with teachers, their solidarity among peers, as well as their care
about our society. It is my pleasure to preface this anthology with a few words,
and also my delight to share the jubilation of our school's anniversary with
everyone.

As Guanzi said in Quanxiu, “Grow trees for ten years of prosperity;
Cultivate people for hundred years of prosperity.” This highlights the
monumental challenge of nurturing talents. We take this as our life-long mission,
and have been grateful to see our graduates upholding the school motto of “Thou
Art the Light of the World” and contributing to the community in different
capacities, successfully becoming the light shining before others in society.
Honouring the 45" Anniversary, our College has launched the Centennial
Enlightenment Project to raise funds for campus facilities enhancement. The
Project has been embraced and staunchly supported by the school sponsoring
body, the School Supervisor, school managers, parents, alumni, teachers and
students since its launch. It is a blessing to garner concerted effort from all
parties, which is the key to its successful start and the manifestation of the spirit
of True Light collaboration when everyone devotes all they have to school
development, paving the way for future advancement for education in True
Light.

This is a revolutionary age for technological advancement. Our College
has kept abreast of the latest strides and devised the 3-year development
plan, “Optimize deep thinking; Broaden learning horizons.” We are entering

the second year of the plan. T am delighted to see students setting higher
expectations on their academics and conduct, and discovering interest in
learning inside and outside the classroom to broaden their learning horizons.
This anthology collects the outstanding essays from students of different levels.
They chronicle the most precious memories on paper - some are sentimental
recounts about the school, their teachers and peers; others journalistic
depictions of their experience in the school and in the community. As quoted
from William Blake, “to see a world in a grain of sand; and a heaven in a wild
flower”, their pieces are vividly alive with such candid affection, in which
readers are touched by the most genuine and compassionate narration of our
True Light gitls.

Words weave worlds of wonders, while sounds stir sensations. This
anthology is not only a collection of written pieces, but also an audio book. All
the winning essays of the 45" Anniversary writing contest are collected in the
anthology together with their recitals by the winners and students of different
levels with a view to leaving students' memories by audio, visual and written
recounts.

“Knowledge is to quest for all truths; writing excels when recounting
virtues attained.” This is the message I wish all True Light students take. Learn
through experience every day, as every challenge empowers you to overcome
your next hurdle. As long as you uphold the Lamp of Truth and strive for your
character-building and cultivating virtues, your light will surely shine so brightly
before the others.

Dr Ng Ka Man
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Giving is Better than Receiving
45" School Anniversary Writing Competition Champion

by Yeung Tsz Yan, 1D

Have you ever thought of volunteering? Volunteering is good for us
because it has lots of benefits. First, volunteering can help us gain confidence
since it gives us the opportunity to try something new and build up a real sense
of achievement. Second, volunteering can help us feel a part of something
outside our friends and family. Third, volunteering can help us learn new skills,
gain experience and sometimes even qualifications. Moreover, there are more
benefits of volunteering.

There are plenty of charity organizations in Hong Kong such as The Hong
Kong Red Cross, Unicef, Food Angel...Also, there are various charity activities
that we can join at school. For instance, we can participate in The Red Cross
to donate blood and charity sales for fundraising. T want to do voluntary work
for World Vision in the future. It is because there are many children who are
underprivileged in many countries. They face death every second. If I donate
money every day, I will be able to help the children for their diet. This can
change a child’s life and they can contribute to society in the future while it is
only a small matter to donate every day.

I remember when I was 9 years old, I took part in a volunteer event at a
nursing home. It was held by Community Youth Club. It was the first time that
I had visited the elderly. Therefore, I was thrilled. In the process, we told them
stories and we chatted together. They were very friendly. After that, we gave
them some gifts that my teammates and I had prepared. The small heart-shaped
gifts were to thank them for their care. After this activity, I was delighted,
satisfied and proud of myself. T have learned to care for the elderly. Although
they may sound annoying sometimes, they are very kind and caring. I think I
shouldn'’t treat my grandparents with arrogance. I have decided to spend more
time with my grandparents.
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For now, have you thought of volunteering? I think offering help to
the needy is meaningful and beneficial as helping and serving others is the
foundation of happiness. Besides, volunteering is an experience that helps us
know ourselves better, not only as an individual but also as a member of the
global community. Volunteering is fun, why not join it together? Let’s volunteer
together and make our lives more colorful!
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The joys of volunteering
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45" School Anniversary Writing Competition 1% Runner-up

by Li Hau Yi, 1A

When we start volunteering at a young age, the benefits multiply. It builds
up our confidence, reduces our stress, gives us a chance to help others, learn
more and make new friends as well as brings us fun and satisfaction. Moreover,
the people we help can get happiness and the things they need from us.

The World Vision, the Community Chest and the Society for the Prevention
of cruelty to Animals (HKSPCA) are some of the charity organizations in Hong
Kong. We can choose to donate money, sell flags and take part in charity sales
held by them. The HKSPCA is a local charity organization that I want to do
voluntary work for in the future because T want to help animals and T would
like to foster a stray dog. Dogs are usually active, so I hope I can go hiking
with my dog in the future. By volunteering for the HKSPCA, I can save a life
and give it a home, hope and love.

I have volunteered for a green power organization, the Green Power Hike
Eco before. I joined its clean-up team with my family. I picked up some rubbish
and put it in different recycle bins when I walked along the trail. Although I
did not win any competitions, I received an apple and a banana at the end.
I enjoyed volunteering because it was rewarding and fun. I have learnt that
we should not leave anything behind when we go hiking, otherwise all the
mountains in Hong Kong will be full of rubbish.

To sum up, volunteering is an experience that helps us know ourselves
better. Let us reach out and help!
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The joys of volunteering

45" School Anniversary Writing Competition 2™ Runner-up

by Wong Lok Yee, 1C

Have you ever been a volunteer? I have been a volunteer before. T think
it is good to do voluntary work because it has many benefits. For example, we
can boost our confidence, broaden our learning horizon and learn to cherish
everything we have. Also, we can make the world a better place.

There are some charity organizations in Hong Kong such as Tung Wah
Group of Hospitals, Caritas International and Po Leung Kuk. I can also join
some charity organizations such as the Girl Guides, the Community Youth
Club and Red Cross in our school. There are many charity activities we can
participate in. For example, we can donate blood, support the Community
Chest Day by donating money and distribute rice. I want to join “Starvation 30”
of the World Vision in future. It is because if I experience the feeling of starving,
I will understand that food does not come easily and will treasure it.

I have participated in the Arbor Day which was organized by the
Community Youth Club. I planted trees with my partner. First, we dug out some
soil. Then, we put a little tree into the soil. Finally, we buried the root of the
tree. We felt so tired, but we enjoyed the volunteering experience. I think it was
a meaningful activity. However, I felt upset because I discovered that the Earth
was damaged seriously by humans. Therefore, after this experience, I learned
that we should protect the Earth in our daily lives. For example, we should use
less paper and plastic. Also, we should use more public transport instead of
private cars.

Volunteering brings us many benefits, including boosting our confidence
and enhancing our communication skills. If you have spare time, why don’t you
participate in voluntary work?
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The Pros and Couns of Social Networking
45" School Anniversary Writing Competition Champion

by Chan Jour Yain Anna, 2B

A social networking site is an online platform that allows users to create
public profiles and interact with others on the Internet. Nowadays, social
networking is very popular among teenagers and the young generation, but, is
social networking good or bad? Does it harm us or benefit us? In this essay, I
will discuss the pros and cons of social networking.

One of the major benefits of social networking is that it has access to
worldwide communities. You can use social networking applications to contact
others. Also, you can make new friends, build connections and socialize with
different people. For example, you can use applications such as WhatsApp
and Facebook Messenger to chat and share things with others. And you can
make friends through applications such as Facebook and Instagram. These
applications make connecting people or making friends faster and easier.

Using social networking can also increase news cycle speed. These days,
people use social media to collect information and news from around the
world. It can let us know what is happening in the world immediately. News
organizations, such as Apple Daily, post news on their own applications on the
social networking sites like Twitter or Facebook, and we would know what
major events are happening.

Although social networking has a lot of advantages, we should also
consider the disadvantages.

First, we might encounter cyberbullying while using social networking
sites. Making a joke can be a small thing but it can also become a big
deal. Teenagers and children might treat it seriously and this might cause
psychological trauma. This backlash can also have a long-term impact on
the victim. For example, if everyone has the same negative comment on a
person, the person might start feeling inferior. This might prevent him/her from
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making new friends and even finding jobs when he/she becomes scared of
communication.

Moreover, using social networking site might leak our personal
information. You need to use your personal information to create an account on
most applications and it is dangerous if you use simple passwords. If someone
stole your personal information, they might hack into your social media
network or account and turn your life a nightmare. For example, a privacy thief
may hack into your account and meddle with it, using just a few pieces of your
personal information to create a post. This can ruin your life. They can also
easily hack into your bank account, and steal your money.

Although social networking has lots of advantages, there are also tons of
disadvantages. In my view, social networking does give us a more convenient
life, even though it is dangerous if we use it carelessly.

To conclude, if we use social networking properly and protect our privacy,
social networking will be a good thing for us. On the contrary, if we are
addicted to social networking, it will harm us for sure.
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The Pros and Couns of Social Networking
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45" School Anniversary Writing Competition 1% Runner-up

by Yip Ka Ki, 2C

Social networking site is an online platform that allows users to create a
public profile and interact with other users on the website. Social networking
sites have some pros and cons. In this essay, I will discuss the pros and cons of
social networking.

One of the major benefits of social networking is it brings family
closer. Social networking lets people have good relationship, and they can
communicate overseas. Sending messages can bring people closer because they
can know what they have been doing recently. For example, the family can use
some applications to send messages to their children and care about them. We
can update each other quickly.

Another benefit is that social networking is easy to use. Users can use
social networking easily. They can use it anywhere and anytime, such as when
people are on the bus, on the streets or at home. They can send messages to
others everywhere.

Although social networking can bring family closer and it is easy to use, it
has some disadvantages too.

One of the major disadvantages is that social networking is a waste of
time. When people use social networking, they cannot concentrate on studying.
For example, people always use the social networking applications for a
long time. Their school work is suffering because of their addiction in social
networking. They have very little time to study.

Another drawback is that social networking is unhealthy. If people use
mobile phones for social networking for a long time, they will not only waste
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time but also damage their eyes. For example, people will be tired when using
social networking for a long time and they might have eye problems.

In conclusion, the benefits of social networking is to bring family closer
and it is easy to use. The disadvantage is that it is a waste of time and it is
unhealthy for our eyes. I think social networking is good for chatting because
it is easy to communicate with our family and friends. We just need to use it
wisely and carefully.
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The Pros and Couns of Social Networking

45" School Anniversary Writing Competition 2" Runner-up

by Ho Shuk Ki Kardia, 2B

Nowadays, social networking is popular and common in our daily life.
Social networking has many pros and cons.

First, social networking brings family closer. People are moving all over
the world to earn a living, but many cannot afford the expensive flight tickets
to visit their family. Family members can stay in touch without having to
make long flights. For example, grandparents no longer have to miss their
grandchildren growing up in a foreign land. They can watch them grow
through email and smartphone apps.

Second, social networking can help the elderly, infirm, and the mobility
impaired. Some elderly can’t always go out to see their friends. Some elderly
can’t walk very well. If they know how to use social networking, they can
always chat on phone with their friends. For example, my grandma can’t walk
very well but she wants to see her friends. She uses WhatsApp to talk to her
friends.

Social networking has many positive effects but it also has negative
impacts.

First, social networking will make teenagers lazy and delinquent.
Teenagers will be addicted to their phones. Teenagers will use the phone when
they eat, chat and play. They can’'t do homework with focus. For instance,
my classmates always spend a lot of time on the phone and forget to do their
homework. They always fail their tests.

Second, our personal information might be stolen. The personal
information includes our phone number, ID card or age. We don't know who
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will use our personal information and what they will do. For instance, Facebook
requires us to register an account. Some people will hack into the account to
do something like stealing money.

In conclusion, we must use social networking wisely and in moderation.
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A Typical Day at Work as a True Light
Bearer — the IT Helper

45" School Anniversary Writing Competition Champion

by Leung Yuet Hannah, 3B

I'm an IT helper in Hong Kong True Light College. Since some of you may
not know very well about my job, I'm going to tell you about it and my typical
day at school.

Every morning, I go to school at 7:30 a.m., which is thirty minutes before
the first bell rings. However, I'm in a hurry in that special thirty minutes. I
always start my day by checking the most important things, the computers,
in the computer room to see if there is any troubleshooting needed. If there
is, I have to fix the computer problems not only as fast as I can but also very
carefully as one little mistake can cause a big problem.

After checking all the equipment, it's almost 8 o'clock. It's time for work!
Sometimes, T will be called for help if the electronic devices in the classrooms
are not working. I must always be in a good mood and ready to fix devices like
computers, iPads and projectors very quickly. It's very challenging as I have
to deal with lots of affairs at the same time. I'm rather busy but after T have
finished fixing the non-working devices, I feel so happy and satisfied.

In the lunch hour, T usually go out for lunch. T love to eat delicious meals
with my colleagues and chat with them. After having my lunch, it is time to
work again. Apart from going into classrooms, I have to give some support to
school activities like preparing the screens and projector in the school hall or
laying out the iPads for the participants. Sometimes I don’t have breaks in my
working hours but if T do, T will eat some snacks or take a good rest.

I usually leave school at 5:30 p.m. — 6:00 p.m. I know it's pretty late but
sadly T don’t have any choices. Sometimes, the F.4 and F.5 students have to
have computer lessons after school, and T have to stay until the lessons end as
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the teachers may need my help. Or, I have to prepare materials for the lessons
on the next day.

Would I recommend this job to someone else? Well, basically yes. Although
the working hours are long, you can learn a lot from this job. You may have to
self-learn in order to improve your efficiency in fixing electronic devices. Also,
it's great fun. You may know more about computers and if you're interested in
them, this job may offer you lots of fun.

7
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A Typical Day at Work as a True Light Bearer —
the PE Teacher

45" School Anniversary Writing Competition 1% Runner-up

by Cheng Hiu Yan, 3B

I think many of you may wonder what the difference between academic
teachers and P.E. teachers is. Let me tell you about my typical day as a P.E.
teacher at True Light.

Same as other workers, I have to get up early. I need to drive my sons to
school every morning. Then I get back to school at half past seven because lots
of duties are waiting for me to carry out.

After I've got back to school, I walk around the school campus to check
all the sports facilities carefully and prepare the exercise and activities that will
be done in my P.E. lessons. Sometimes, I need to attend the morning training
for the volleyball team and the athletic team. Otherwise, I jog on Monday,
Wednesday and Thursday morning for exercise.

When I don’t need to teach classes, I usually do my paperwork, for
example, registration for competitions, documents from the Education Bureau,
lesson plans, school notices, etc. Sometimes, I also need to repair the damaged
sports facilities and equipment so as to ensure users’ safety.

In the lunch hour, T eat out with my colleagues near our school. We
chat with each other about everything. If there are some school activities and
competitions, I'd like to have fun with my colleagues and students. When I
am free at lunchtime, T often water the plants at school and clean the sports
grounds including the basketball court, archery field and running tracks.

During special periods like approaching the school sports competitions
and school open days, I have a lot more duties than you thought. Besides
helping students to register for sporting events, I need to arrange the schedule
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of each participating student in order to avoid clashes. Also, I have to spend
much time on many extra training sessions and rehearsals before the events. It's
not an easy task!

The most challenging part of this job is that it's not easy to train students
well because most of the students’ parents care about the academic results of
their children so much that students need to go to tutorial classes rather than
attend training sessions after school.

Although working as a P.E. teacher isn’t easy, I still enjoy my job a lot
because I think educating students is my duty while maintaining both the
physical and mental health of students is my mission. A P.E. teacher doesn’t just
teach students how to work out but also teach them how to lead a balanced
and healthy lifestyle.

Being a teacher is not a piece of cake. You really need to have lots of
passion and strength to afford it. Think thoroughly before making your career
decisions.

7

163



164

45" School Anniversary Writing Competition Winners
Articles

A Typical Day at Work as a True Light Bearer —
the Laboratory technician Mr. Cheng

45" School Anniversary Writing Competition 2" Runner-up

by Cheng Fung Ming, 3C

Some of you have asked me what it is like working in a laboratory. Let me
tell you about Laboratory technician Mr. Cheng and his normal day.

It’s not an easy life — He needs to take care of our safety. He also needs to
take care of the equipment, so he needs to be very careful.

Every morning, he starts by preparing sets of equipment needed that day.
Since every experiment needs a different set of equipment, so he has to help
each science teacher come up with the set of equipment they need for their
experiments. But this is not the only things he needs to do. If some materials
are needed, he will call someone to buy for him, and he just needs to write
down the components of materials, and then prepare them.

And he has no specific break time, because he is a laboratory technician,
except for the time when no teacher needs to do experiments, then he can have
a little break time. In that time, he will check his email and see if the school has
given him notice or other special things.

When students need to do experiments, he has to speak clearly to tell
them what they need to be careful of or pay attention to, and he needs to
demonstrate the steps. Sometimes, he will stand next to us and see if we have
done something wrong. Due to the risk of the experiments, he needs to monitor
the procedure and keep us safe.

Moreover, he has another job in our school, which is the photographer.
When we celebrate or when we have activities in the hall, he will take a lot of
our photos.
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Would he recommend this job to someone else? Yes, if they like science,
know all the names of the equipment, and are very careful. But not so many
people stick to it, because if an accident happens, it is very dangerous.

Overall, Mr. Cheng really enjoys his job, even though it can be tiring for
him, he finds the job in the laboratory in True Light College very meaningful
and rewarding.
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The rise of startup culture
45" School Anniversary Writing Competition Champion

'S
by Lau Tsz Ying, 5E

Commuters holding the handrail and falling asleep on the MTR has
become a common phenomenon among busy employees. Being an employee,
you need to wake up early in the morning but going back home late in the
evening, so that you are all worn out after one whole day.

From the above phenomenon, we can understand why there are so many
young people who would prefer startups to traditional career pathways. If you
start up your own business, your timetable will be more flexible. You can even
do anything you like and take advantage of your own talent to earn a sensible
income. This is totally unlike the situation of an employee, whose ratio of
hard work and wage is not proportional, especially when our city has ranked
number one at “14" Annual Demographia International Housing Affordability
Survey” for her difficulty in affording an apartment. It is apparent that our
average wage is far below the inflation.

Besides, there are lots of successful examples of young people’s startups.
Airbnb might be a good example. Their idea is to offer visitors a place to sleep
and to have breakfast in the morning. The most recent statistics show that
Airbnb now has over 2 million listings in over 190 countries and 34,000 cities.
The company is now worth 25.5 billion dollars. Not only Airbnb, Uber and DiDi
have all been successful startups. The above examples may allure and inspire
young people to put their creative ideas into practice. Even though it may be
difficult at the beginning, young people are always able to identify and provide
innovative solutions to problems. They are always passionate in what they want
to achieve.

Also, the government has launched some policies that encourage young
people to engage in startups. “E Hub” is characterized for innovative and
creative industries. It provides comprehensive equipment and facilities for the
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young people who start a business. All mentioned above support the startups
for young people so that is why more young people prefer startups nowadays.

In my opinion, this would be a good opportunity for our students. Startup
businesses lead to a variety of choices for the future of our students. Everyone
is unique and has different talents. Some of our students may have good
business sense at the age of only 15 or even below. They have opened online
stores for trading their second-hand goods. On the other hand, some True Light
girls are versatile, especially artistically and aesthetically. Have you seen the lift
doors with the colorful painting? Those are the masterpiece of our students! I
believe that True Light girls are independent. If our passion can match with the
job, we will be more motivated to work. The circumstance indicates that the
startup business would be a good way for us.

Last but not least, I hope all True Light girls can create their own broad
road. It may seem incredible until it is done.
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Young startup entrepreneurs in Hong Kong
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by Cheng Cho Kiu Jasmine, 5A

School Anniversary Writing Competition 1" Runner-up

The number of young startup entrepreneurs in Hong Kong has been rising
in recent years. Working in a startup style environment is likely to offer more
flexibility, freedom and creativity than a traditional office setting. Hong Kong is
a global financial market. Firms have better access, greater intellectual property
and legal protection. So the startup entrepreneurs can further develop their
career path.

However, young entrepreneurs still have to face a lot of difficulties. An
entrepreneur has to be at least 18 in Hong Kong, so many of them have no
choice but to launch the companies overseas. Besides, it is difficult to gain
other’s trust and find a partner for a young entrepreneur because of the lack
of experience. Another difficulty is that the Hong Kong education system
focuses a lot on rote learning and academic performance, and the culture
favors conformity rather than individuality. Hong Kong parents do not support
the young ones to be entrepreneurs. The parents do not think that being an
entrepreneur can provide a stable job or career path. It is difficult to gain others’
support in Hong Kong. To be a successful entrepreneur, you should be more
tough and sociable because you have to face these difficulties. You should
boost your confidence and be more creative to have a better prospect in the

career.

For some of successful startup companies, their products are affecting our
life, such as Uber, GOGOVAN and Facebook. These startup businesses bring
us more convenience. People can use Uber or GOGOVAN to transport bulky
freight. Facebook may also establish humans’ relationship, and it has become
popular for people around the world.
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The government could help Hong Kong companies to enter the mainland
market. The mainland market may be prosperous so Hong Kong companies
may meet more entrepreneurs from mainland market. They can establish
relationship, gain more experience and even opportunities.

In conclusion, the young startup culture may give more opportunities for
young people to develop their career and may also boost their confidence.
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The Rise of Startup Culture

cth

45" School Anniversary Writing Competition 2

by Chan Sin Ying, 5D

ne

1
Runner-up

A startup is a company that is in the first stage of its operations. The
company attempts to capitalize on developing a product or service for which
they believe there is a demand. Hong Kong has many well-developed startup
companies such as GOGOVAN, Uber, Deliveroo. These are the most popular
and successful companies in the city. However, there are both the glamourous
side and the dark side of the startup culture.

The first thing that pops up in peoples’ mind when they think of the
startup culture is the free work environment. A startup company is different
from an established company. The major difference is there is no structure in
a startup with less rules. The informal atmosphere that leads to flat hierarchies
can be very pleasing for the people working there. Since there is less stress in
a startup company, it has more room for creative and entrepreneurial spirits to
express oneself. You might reap the rewards of success if the company does
well, rather than climbing the corporate ladder at a business with a stereotyped
hierarchy.

Due to the fact that the startup companies are in the initial stage of
building the foundation of customers and business, working there can be a
great way to instantly gain a number of valuable skills for your resume. Every
employee will work extra and take on multiple positions, so they might feel
a little overwhelmed at first. Spending time on a startup will teach you things
two to five times faster than a regular company. You may also get in touch with
another company. Learning by doing is essential in startup companies. It brings
a positive influence to your career prospect and enhances your creativity.

Despite all the benefits of the startup culture, there is certainly an opposite
side of it. The foremost demerit is the long working hours and huge workload.
Since there are no specific rules about working hours, you will find yourself
working non-stop and it is more than just your typical 9-5 working day. The
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lines of weekdays and weekends begin to blur. There is usually no reminder of
working-overtime. Considering the lack of structure in the startup companies,
you will get various positions and extensive workload.

The long working hours and huge workload are not equal to huge payout,
so the financial incentive can be pretty low. The budget in startups is often tight
and they can’t even afford to pay employees the same high salaries they might
get at other corporations. Although you give all you get, you may get very little
in return. Your request for a raise is not guaranteed.

The startup culture is like a boat. It can sink or make you float, but most
importantly, you need to evaluate what you are chasing for and your future
expectation. Even if a startup company hits the bottom, you still earn the
precious experience and skills to help you find another job. Anyhow, building
a company and building skills for your career may take longer than you think.
Patience and perseverance are needed for the ultimate victory.

7
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Proposal for 65" Anniversary Open Day

45" School Anniversary Writing Competition Champion
by Au Yeung Yiu Man, 4A

Dear Principal,

Proposal for 45" Anniversary Open Day

Introduction

On behalf of the Student Union, I am writing to inform you of the detailed
arrangement about the coming event that is “Open Day” for the 45" anniversary
in the year 2019-2020. Not only does this event promote our school’s reputation
and good will, but it is also a great chance to boost our students’ confidence
and unleash their potential to the fullest. The Open Day would be held on 28"
March 2020 from 9am to 6pm.

Activities to be held
To achieve the above aims, we will hold diversified activities, including the

booth games organized by all classes of our school students and talent shows
by some of our versatile students. By doing so, our students will learn how to
communicate with people they have not met before and deal with different
occasions and circumstances. Also, there will be cooking classes taught by
the Parent-Teacher Association. Some workshops and the singing sessions on
the school playground are also the highlights. Most importantly, it is the first
time we have decided to cooperate with a local charity to have a performance
for 1 hour at the school hall so as to raise money through ticket sales. This
performance is surely meaningful and unprecedented.

Work allocation

This time, our focus will certainly be on our students. As for the booth
games, each form will have a theme that is about Hong Kong or our school.
Around two months before the Open Day, each student will receive their job
duty, so that our students will have enough time for preparation and discussion.
For the matter of cooking classes, our committee members of the Student Union
and Home Economics Society will be the staff to assist the members of Parent-
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Teacher Association. Also we are more than glad to invite the champion of last
year’s singing competition to be the partner of the performance with the local
charity. The Music Department is keen to work with us to offer us professional
support and advice.

Budget plan
Since we have to provide the materials and props to all students to

complete their booths, we would like to be granted $20,000. Also, as there will
be some ornaments like balloons and banners for the school playground and
rooms, we would also like to have $2,000 for this purpose.

We are sincerely hoping that you would take our ideas into serious
consideration. If you have any enquiries, please contact me and it will be my
honour to get together with you on this event.

Yours faithfully,
Chris Wong
Chairperson of the Student Union
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Proposal for Hong Kong True Light College 45"
Anniversary

45" School Anniversary Writing Competition 1* Runner-up

by Siu Hiu Ching, 4D
Dear Principal,

Proposal for Hong Kong True Light College 45" Anniversary

1. Introduction
On behalf of the Student Union, we would like to make the following
proposal for 45" Anniversary Open Day at Hong Kong True Light College.

2. Details of the Open Day
Open Day aims to celebrate school 45" anniversary in the year 2019-
2020. Open Day would be held during the middle of May in the next
term. It could be held in the afternoon. Open Day will involve all students,
teachers, school clubs and societies.

3. Activities
Open Day features three activities, including games and performance.

3.1 Game Stalls and Booths
We would hold some game stalls which showcase fun history about
True Light. From the booths, we would like to introduce the 4 houses,
school clubs and societies. Also, we have a booth for photo-taking. Games
are memorable and interesting. It can attract students and people from
outside to play and know much more about the history of True Light. The
photo booth may increase students’ sense of belonging too.

3.2 English Drama Performance
The drama is about the history of True Light. This drama can let more
people know our history. On top of this, it can provide a good opportunity
to highlight the talents and skills of the students as well as their proficient
English.

7
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School Souvenir Design Competition

Students from all forms can participate in this competition. This is an
opportunity to unleash their creativity. The souvenir design must display
our school’s characteristics so it can let more people know about our
school.

Work allocation

All students can be a helper on this Open Day. Every booth needs to
have one club or society to be on duty. Every teacher can choose one club
or society to help with. Art Club, English Club, Drama Club as well as the
Orchestra will work hand in hand to stage the drama performance.

Budget
This Open Day requires $30,000 for the stalls and drama performance.
If our proposal is accepted, the events will be second to none.

Yours faithfully,
Chris Wong
Chairperson of the Student Union
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Proposal for the 45" Anniversary at Hong Kong
True Light College

45" School Anniversary Writing Competition 2™ Runner-up

by Wong Sze Sze, 4A

nd

Dear Principal,

Proposal for the 45" Anniversary at Hong Kong True Light College

1.

3.1

Introduction

As the chairlady of the Student Union, I would like to make the
following proposal for activities held on the 45" Anniversary Open Day of
our school.

Details
We would like to organize an Open Day to celebrate the 45th

rd

anniversary of our school. It will be held on the 3" April which is Friday.
It is held from 11:00am to 5:00pm and we expect that there will be a total

of 800 people involved.

Drama Performance

We would like to hold a Drama Performance for several reasons
below. We hope that the performance will let students know how to
cooperate with others and learn how to deal with problems. We would
also like them to be more outgoing and have raised self-confidence by
joining this Drama Performance.

Cooperation and Problems Solving

Drama needs students’ cooperation to make the performance become
successful. During practicing, they can communicate with others and make
the drama proceed smoothly. Students can also learn to handle emergency
cases when there are any problems. When there is dissension, they can
also learn to make compromise to figure out a widely-accepted decision.

7
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3.2 Confidence Boost
Students have to project their voices on the stage to make sure the
audience can hear their utterances clearly. It is a great opportunity for
students to learn to project their voices. They can also be more outgoing
by talking to the students they do not know. If the drama is performed in
Cantonese, I am sure that there will be more students to join, especially
those who want to perform but are not proficient in English.

4. Sports Competition
The second activity we would like to hold is Sports Competition. The
sports will include badminton, basketball and handball. The badminton
competition will be held after the Drama Performance in the hall. Others
are held in their respective courts.

4.1 Reasons
We would like to hold the Sports Competition for some reasons. We
hope that students can do more physical exercise by preparing for this
competition and they can be as fit as a fiddle. Each class will need to send
students to join the activity. Students may also discover their potentials in
any of these sports.

4.1.1 More exercise
Since many students in each class are required to join this activity,
they can do more exercise by practicing in their own time. Students who
are good at sports can also have an opportunity to make an exhibition of
their techniques and skills.
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4.1.2 Discover their talents
Students who do not know which sports they are good at can have a
chance to explore and discover their talents for different sports.

5. Work allocation and budget
Members of the Drama Club will be involved in Drama Performance.
We will recruit some teachers and students to be responsible for decorating
our school. The budget for the whole Open Day will be $20,000 which
covers the decoration, clothing and the props of the Drama Performance
and the prizes of the sports competitions.

Yours faithfully,
Chris Wong
Chairperson of the Student Union
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Typhoon Signal No. 10

This writing has been the winning piece for the Hong Kong Primary and Secondary School
English Writing Competition 2019 for the Merit in the Most Creative Award in Junior
Secondary.

by Cheong Yan Wai, 1B

The Hong Kong Observatory has just issued the typhoon signal No.10.
They say it's the strongest typhoon in the history of Hong Kong. Everyone is
staying at home now, but I am on the street!

Maybe you want to know what happened to me. This must be said from

the morning...

In the morning, after finishing my breakfast, I started doing my homework
and suddenly found that my pen had no ink. I decided to buy some pens and
notebooks in a stationery shop, which was just opposite my home. At that time,
it was just drizzling outside, so I just got an ordinary umbrella.

When I was walking on the path, it rained more and more heavily, thus,
I rapidly ran to the stationery shop. When T arrived at the shop, there was
torrential rain outside, so I couldn’t go anywhere.

Suddenly, my phone rang. It’s Dad. “Where are you now? The Hong Kong
Observatory has just issued the typhoon signal No.10!” “What? Wait a second, T'll
be back home quickly!” “OK, but be quick, the wind is whipping!” T hung up.

“What can I do..If I go out like this, I will get wet...” I was drawing a
blank, “but first priorities are buying the pens and notebooks...anyway.”

®
I quickly billed for the stationery and rapidly ran to my mansion. “Shake it
Of '77 ®
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When I was home, the outside had turned upside down. The leaves were
flying, and even some windows were blown out. “A, A, A-choo!” Unfortunately,
I got a cold.

[, again, can’t do anything, total bummer! All the things are out of the blue...
My life gives me a hard time and now I need to call my friends to cancel
tomorrow’s party.

Words fail me, life is difficult.

Maybe I should check Hong Kong Observatory before I go out and as I've
caught a cold, T have to live under a rock now. “A; A, A-choo!”

Don’t speak of typhoon to me again!

Tackling climate change — whose responsibility?

This writing has been the winning piece for the Hong Kong Primary and Secondary School
English Writing Competition 2019 for the Merit in the Best Writing Award in Senior Secondary.

by Wong Chin Chin Annaliza, 5B

Nowadays, the world has changed and developed in tremendous ways.
These changes have gradually improved our lives and allowed us to do our
daily activities with ease. However, not all developments have brought us
benefits. A good example is the growing international problem of climate
change, which has caused damages to the natural environment. It is a serious
problem that needs to be solved as soon as possible. While some people
believe that governments and businessmen are the most responsible in tacking
this issue, others think that individuals play an important role as well.

Firstly, governments have great power, which means that they can change
our society with their policies. Businessmen are similar. They have large
influences in many fields. With all the power at hand, it is obvious to why
people believe that governments and businessmen are the most responsible
parties. Therefore, people commonly think that they should do the most to
tackle the problem of climate change.

Secondly, it is technically governments’ duty to tackle such macro
issues as climate change. I believe that governments have numerous different
departments for a reason. These different departments all have a specific field
that they specialize in. Many of them involve environmental protection, so it
is fair to say that governments should be tackling the issue of climate change.
As for the businessmen, a fair amount of them gain profits at the expense of
environment, so they have the responsibility to tackle this issue as well.

On the other hand, we as individuals have responsibilities to protect the
environment too. The cause of climate change is mostly the excessive amount
of carbon emissions. The problem is, we never realize how much carbon
emission we produce. From the private cars we drive to the foods we eat, our
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carbon footprints just keep growing, so it is important for individuals to take
some sort of action as well.

In addition, governments and businessmen are not the only parties
with power to change our society. Even individuals have their share as well.
Although what governments and businessmen can do are more powerful,
individuals are also capable of slowly tackling climate change with their
numerous daily activities such as reducing wastes and living a green life.

In conclusion, I believe that governments and businessmen are the most
responsible and capable in tackling the issue of climate change. They have
the power that individuals do not possess. Yet individuals cannot thus shed
off their responsibility. After all, the Earth belongs to all of us. So, we have the
responsibility to protect it together.
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Book Reviews — Harvard Book Prize Essay Competition 2018-19

Book veview: Disconnected: Youth, New Media and
the Ethics Gap

These book reviews are selected from part of the Harvard Book Prize Essay Competition of
2018-19. Each contestant was required to write four essays, including two book reviews — on
Disconnected: Youth, New Media and the Ethics Gap and on a book of contestant’s own choice.

by Wong Chin Chin Annaliza, 5B

[ am no exception to using social media as one of my main ways to
communicate with friends and distant relatives. As a regular user of social
media, I post photos and comments like any young teenagers would do.

I have experienced the dilemma, which was mentioned in Carrie James’
book, entitled “Disconnected: Youth, New Media and the Ethics Gap”. A
classmate of mine has once taken a picture of me without my consent. It may
not have seemed like a big deal, but T never found out what she has done to
it. This incident really bothered me and I couldn’t help but wondered what the
purpose for doing something that pointless was. In Carrie James’ book, she
points out the three ways of thinking that young people use to perform their
online activities. The first is self-focused thinking, only concerning about the
consequences of oneself. The second is moral thinking, concerning about the
consequences of those you know. The last is ethical thinking, concerning about
those you don’t know and generally larger communities. From my personal
experience, I don’t think most young people would think about the moral or
ethical concerns of what their online activities could cause. Their negligence
has led to the constantly growing gap between how young people understand
ethics in real life and online.

Besides my personal experience, there are other incidents when people
would often neglect the ethical consequences they may cause. For example, a
British man named Leigh Van Bryan was arrested and denied entry to the U.S.
on arrival. The reason was because of the tweets he had sent on Twitter, stating
how he and his friend were going to “destroy America” and “dig up Marilyn
Monroe”. They were obviously joking, but it was no joke to local authorities.

Book Reviews — Harvard Book Prize Essay Competition 2018-19

It may seem overboard, but it was a must to do. This particular incident shows
one of the major consequences to what would happen when we act recklessly
on social media. Nowadays, whenever these types of posts appear and face
hostile criticisms, people would just say that it was “just a joke” and believe
that the misunderstanding would be cleared. However, that is not the case.
According to Carrie James’ book, when faced with such dilemmas, people often
emphasise their personal safety over online ethics. But because they choose to
ignore their online ethics, it costs their safety in real life as well. I believe most
people, especially young people, have not taken the issue of privacy, property
and participation online seriously.

To reflect on this, ethical thinking is very important when it comes to using
social media. The digital ethics gap shows the direct and indirect effects of
our online actions may have on the internet and in real life. The way we think
affects the way we act and there will always be consequences that we have to
bear for ourselves.

Book veview: The Alchemist by Paulo Coelho

The book that has made the deepest impact on me would definitely
be The Alchemist by Paulo Coelho. It is a classic fable about an Andalusian
shepherd boy named Santiago, who has been having a recurring dream about
searching for treasure at the pyramids of Egypt. He faced a lot of hardships, but
with some advice from the other characters in the book and a little help from
the universe itself, Santiago managed to become a wealthy man within the span
of one year.
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I like this book because it has taught me one of the most important
lessons in life, to follow your dreams and achieve your goals. T understand how
following your dreams and achieving your goals are some of the most difficult
struggles we would all eventually face in life and they are not at all easy to
overcome. There are so many reasons to what could cause us to abandon them.
Surprisingly, Paulo held a different view that has inspired me greatly. To quote
him, “When you want something, the universe will conspire together in helping
you to achieve it.” It basically tells me that in order to achieve our goals, or our
“personal legend”, it all starts with how willing we are to go forward to achieve
it.

It is crucial to have the wisdom of listening to our hearts, of recognising
opportunities and leaving the omens strewn along our path in life, and most
importantly, to follow our dreams.

Book Reviews — Harvard Book Prize Essay Competition 2018—19

Book review: Disconnected: Vouth, New Media and
the Ethics Gap

My Personal incident on being “disconnected”

These book reviews are selected from part of the Harvard Book Prize Essay Competition of
2018-19. Each contestant was required to write four essays, including two book reviews — on
Disconnected: Youth, New Media and the Ethics Gap and on a book of contestant’s own choice.

by Lee Tsz Yui April, 5E

To take the case of a charged game, Minecraft, I intentionally want to
help my friend to save some money when agreeing to offer my google account
to her. It was when I found that she had messaged my cousin privately had I
realized I had unknowingly shared my personal information under the setting
of sync. The affected area may be immeasurable, as my personal safety and
privacy will be in hazard.

In retrospect, that was clearly a fatal moral and ethical blind spot as
described in Disconnected. Morally, T lack the fore sensitivity of making a
moral decision and of being aware of the potential consequences of sacrificing
privacy. I prioritized saving money and co-playing to keeping others’ privacy,
which is inconsiderate and ethically faulty. Sharing contacts with people is
based on mutual trust and on the basis of safeguarding others’ privacy. Sharing
the contacts without others’ permission is betrayal of this trust. People in my
contact list may receive unnecessary spam messages, possibly getting into
trouble because of me indirectly.

The case ended short, right after T sent apologies to every single person
for their forgiveness, and that was when I started wondering the possible
“disconnects” for me and my peer generation with the moral and ethical
consideration.

Ethically, as a player, the act of “sharing account” will harm the developers,
the gaming industry and even other gamers. The game is created by many
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developers and that the fee charged is a return for each of their persistence.
Game users have the responsibility to report pirates and not to use them so that
the size of gaming market can be maintained. Clearly, from the moment I chose
to “share” my account, that has already been an irresponsible act that corrodes
the game developer’s work and the game’s value.

We would be easily alerted when requested to provide our basic
information like addresses or names in real life, but fail to do the same when
this happens online. The question of whether there are double standards
between the real and the virtual world arises. When we are considering a gym
membership card, we know that there are real identity verification and limited
physical resources, so that we would choose not to share the membership with
others. Yet, in the virtual world, with the seemingly “lower security” and the
lack of ways in identifying who is who, we come to believe the “unlimited”
resources are free to share. However, this is just a deception provided by the
internet. Sharing different accounts under the same google account is still
utilizing scarce resources, another kind of exploitation of others.

Young people know that the virtual world is new, and we come to trust
this new way of communication and enlarging social circles, that comes with
new ways in handling our information. As information flow is so fast and huge,
we achieve what we need too easily, and even with the noble intention of
internet to share, we need to reconsider the ethical consequences of our online
behaviour.

Book Review on War Storm by Victoria Aveyard

It is a fiction, Victoria Aveyard’s War Storm in her Red Queen Series, set in
a fantasy world called Norta with clans divided by blood colours.
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The female heroine is called Mare Barrow, a red-blood rebel gifted with
silver blood magical abilities. This finale is about the one she loves, Calore,
chose the crown in the price of her. After numerous betrayals and struggles
against the Silver Royalties, she would have to choose her fate to be the new
caged Queen of the country that has been suppressing her own clan, or to
overthrow the Silvers.

In the setting of a world of careers and community participation merely
determined by class, people conform to the inequality stemmed from colours.
Silvers can be merchants and nobles; while Reds workers, soldiers and slaves.
Under the absolutism of monarchs, Mare is the pioneer to make a change. Her
success in revolution has led Norta to a more dynamic world of democracy and
freedom. Like us, she urges for a change, but blindfolded by love.

Mare’s strife reminds me of how lucky I am in a free era, and of how
much human can sacrifice for their desire, be it for affection, power, or
annihilation. Wars are not just about destruction, but can be from the pervasive
zeal towards ideologies and countries when one is blinded by pride, power, or
patriotism. They hurt others in a seemingly righteous way, even though such
values they once held to may be nothing but a joke.
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Book veview: Disconnected: Youth, New Media and
the Ethics Gap

These book reviews are selected from part of the Harvard Book Prize Essay Competition of
2018-19. Each contestant was required to write four essays, including two book reviews — on
Disconnected: Youth, New Media and the Ethics Gap and on a book of contestant’s own choice.

by Wong Yu Yin, 5E

In the 21" century, social media and online platforms have become one
of the most important parts of our lives, especially the digital native youngsters.
However, not every online user is aware of the ethical consequences on what
they have done or said online. Some even opine it is fine to say whatever you
like online. In Carrie James” Disconnected, she has mentioned various examples
of online behaviour ignoring the moral and ethical dimensions. In my personal
experience leading an active online life, spending at least three to four hours
a day there, I have been oblivious even till now to what I have done that may
harm tons of others.

Listening to music is one of my hobbies. No matter taking a bus or doing
homework, I always like playing songs loudly. I have been fascinated by
Korean pop music, thus, my playlist is always full of different Korean songs.
However, when I was in primary school, I didn’t have any pocket money. It
was really difficult for me to purchase an album of my favourite artists, not to
mention paying one hundred Hong Kong dollars for just one particular song
I might fancy in an album. Therefore, my parents suggested me downloading
songs from the internet for free, then making the songs to my own mp3 playlist
so that I did not have to pay for it.

I had never spotted any problems about free downloading music online,
neither my parents nor friends - nor even lots of netizens, I now suspect. Not
until one day when T started to research about a Korean soloist I had adored,
clicking on the button “how to support an artist”, had I finally realised what I
had done in the past was called “illegal downloading” and that the song’s artists
and producers could not get paid because I ripped them off. That's the moment
I also found out I could simply pay fifty dollars to music apps like Apple Music
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or Spotify to listen to music legally, which is an affordable sum to support the
artists or producers by complying with copyright.

In the past, due to my lack of financial resources and misunderstanding
on illegal downloads, T only thought of the easiest and most convenient way
to benefit myself, blindly following what people around me have done as
“everybody does it” without really considering the ethical consequences of
my action. This is a totally selfish act as T might affect tons of people’s living.
Sadly, the majority of netizens falls into this ethical blind spot, some even do
so deliberately because most piracy websites provide easier access and are free
of charge. T am glad that at least I noticed my misdeed and have tried to rectify
it by avoiding using the wrong way. I do feel apologetic for what I have done
and hope that more and more teenagers do realise it and stop those actions by
realizing the moral and ethical obligations of our online behaviour.

Book veview: All the Bright Places by Jennifer
Niven

I'd choose Jennifer Niven's All the bright places. The story begins when
Finch and Violet met each other at the school’s bell tower wanting to plunge
into death. Fortunately, Finch has convinced Violet to go back to class together.
Finch is a peculiar boy who always thinks of different ways to kill himself;
while Violet a girl suffering PTSD after she’s accidentally killed her sister when
driving. Both of them attended Geography class and knew each other more
while doing a project. Finch wants to heal Violet's PTSD by encouraging her
to pick up the wheel again, while Violet makes Finch accept his own persona
and see life is meaningful. However, everything changes after Finch has noticed
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Violet leaving for university. He feels the void and hopelessness again, and
decides to commit suicide in Blue Hole.

This book is not as bright as its title with a theme of mental illnesses and
teenage suicide. I am glad to see more and more teenage fiction is bringing up
issues about mental well-being. My grandfather had suffered from depression
before, so I totally understand why some patients chose to end their life
like Finch when being misunderstood and labelled as “outcast” in society,
exacerbating their anguish. Actually, mental illnesses are just like a cold, which
can be healed, like Violet’s PTSD. Yet, when untreated, it costs your life, like
Finch, whose death reminds us that thousands of people are suffering from
different mental illnesses. What they need are just empathy and understanding.
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Truth

CIE English Public Speaking Contest 2019
by Chow Tsz Yu, 4E

Ladies and Gentlemen, good morning. Today, I want to talk about
“truth”. What does “truth” mean to you? Simply the facts? Words with no lies or
deception? Something people tells you from the bottom of their heart? We are
all born with the ability to see the truth and tell the truth.

Our teachers and parents tell us that it is very important to be honest. The
story about a boy who cries wolves tells us that people wouldn’t believe in us
if we tell lies. Indeed, honesty is a virtue that we can all have and achieve. But
why when we grow up, we start to choose to tell lies?

One of the reasons is to prevent panic. If you are a parent and you are
having a hard time in your work, when your children care about you and ask
you what's wrong, most of you may just tell them a white lie instead of spilling
out all the troubles. You may not tell your children the truth because they may
not understand your situation. It is totally unnecessary to make your family
worry and panic. Another example is bullying in schools. Bullying, no matter
on students or even teachers, is one of the major problems in schools. Most of
the schools choose to conceal it and try to resolve it internally. They do not
want the public, especially the parents and media know too much about the
darkness of the organization. Otherwise, panic and chaos will be caused and
the school reputation will be totally jeopardized. Moreover, if I unluckily know
that my best friend’s boyfriend is cheating on her, T think T can never tell her
the truth. Sometimes, people like to see and choose to see the sugar coating so
as to have an easier life.

Another reason for people not being honest is the fear of getting
punished. Fear is something that can blind our eyes. We then not only hide
the truth from the others, but also try to deceive ourselves. For instance, CY
Leung condemned the Chinese government about killing the university students
and Beijing citizens in 1989 during the Tiananmen Square massacre. But now,

look at him, he is serving the Communist Party with pride. In 2014, a retired
senior police officer, Franky Chu, struck his baton and hit an innocent passerby
during the time of Occupy Central right in front of a camera. He finally lost his
appeal and was sent back to jail for his sentence. Ridiculously, he argued that
he actually acted in good faith when he struck the man! He totally told lies and
deceived himself in an attempt to get away from punishment because of fear.

In conclusion, lying may be something that we shouldn’t do, but
sometimes, truth hurts. If we lie at the right time, people wouldn’t get hurt by
the truth. For me, there is not always black and white. It is the grey area in
which we spend most of our time that makes our life interesting. Thank you for
listening.
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Truth

CIE English Speaking Contest 2019
by Wong Nga Ting, 5A

What is truth? The proverb has taught us seeing is believing. However,
the believers don't know it is always one side of the truth or even just a
smokescreen they can witness. Human nature strives for and praises the quest
of truth, while actually truth cuts as a double-edged sword, one side brings you
victory, while the other hurts one miserably. For me, no pun intended, but I
think there's truth in all these beliefs about truth. Why?

People think seeing is believing because they are confident that they are
omniscient. However, they ponder little upon their encounter, before jumping
into trust. Judging from snapshots in social media, onlookers jumped into hatred
and jealousy of others’ perfect life - a happy family, a cosy apartment, successful
career. Such a life, like a bowl of cherries. However, they are oblivious to the
other side of truth, about his hard work, his commitment to family. Haters just
got blinded by the glossy truth they choose to perceive.

Truth is not only manipulated by selective seeing and believing, it is also
a double-edged sword for its power of cruelty. White lies - who would tell an
obese girl she is fat? Social etiquette compels you to lie “you shine with inner
beauty” or “you are adorable for a hug”. “You are fat like a pig” or “you need
to work on your diet”. No, no, no! because it hurts her feelings. Cruel truth is
always blunt, but ironically stabs through your heart like the sharpest blade,
even when it is demanded as basis of improvement. The truth is, if there's truth
at all in our topic today, the world can't advance by denying the truth of our
limitations and staying in our comfort zone. Taking the cut is to make the cut in
the dog fight.

So the truth can work on our side if we can take advantage of it, but the
art is how we can get the most of it from its both sides. I just hope politicians
are not the only ones seasoned in this art, or, are they? Thank you!

An Eco-friendly Citizen

HKVEP Workplace English Contest 2019
by Chan Ying Yuk, 5E

Hi, my name is Miki, and I believe I have what it takes to be an eco-
friendly citizen.

I am a form 5 student. In my daily life, T have a lot of homework to do but
I like reading in my leisure time. One big headache I have is that when I finish
reading a book, it loses its use and is dumped on the book shelf to gather dust.
One day, my eyes widened when seeing my bookcase full of books T had read.
And it would be a shame to throw away my books so I thought of other ways
to deal with the books.

First: Share and Borrow.

Book fanatics buy books that interest them but most of the time they’re
only read once. So, every reader who shares his or her own books with others
will reduce waste. When I buy a new book from online bookstores, the book
has always come with a brown paper wrapping, and it will become waste too.
If we all borrow a book, from the Library, from a teacher or from a friend, there
will be no such waste. It can cut down on packaging and shipping by simple
borrowing and sharing. And a tree avoids the fate of being cut down. I can also
return the favour to my friends to get some proper social interaction going. For
example, if it is a friend’s birthday, I can give her a book as a green present.

Second: Use charity shops.

Charity shops provide a way to recycle any unwanted items. If you have
unwanted goods in your house, use charity shops to recycle them. In charity
shops, T will find second-hand stuff, and more importantly, you can support the
charitable cause of your choice. So, I will drop off my unwanted books at the
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charity shops, letting them find care from its next owner and keeping it from
gathering dust in the bookcase.

Of course, there are other ways to deal with old books, like donating them
to the Library. The most important thing is to have a green heart and the sense
of responsibility to protect the environment. Let our earth be full of green and
full of love!

School Rules
by Lau Yan Tung, 4B

Good morning, Principal, teachers and fellow students! On the first day of
school, T would like to say a few things on behalf of the Students’ Union.

Every school has its own rules. Yet, have you ever thought about the
importance of following school rules? School rules can always remind you to be
a good student. They are the guide which help you develop self-discipline and
responsibility. For example, students in our school have to attend a detention
class after school if they can’t submit their homework on time. As none of
us would like to be detained after school, this rule nurtures self-discipline in
students as well as the habit of finishing their homework every day. Students
who have never been required to attend any detention class throughout the
term will get an award from school. This is in the hope of encouraging you to
be responsible.

Besides, students who are well-behaved under strict school rules play
an important role in maintaining a harmonious learning environment. Who
wouldn't like to stay in a school without bullying and conflicts? 'm sure all of
you are more willing to go to school and enjoy your school life. That's why
school rules are more significant than you can imagine. Moreover, there is no
denying that the harmony in campus is created by students joining hands to
build up interpersonal relationship which is vital in achieving an enjoyable
school life. Since we always have to collaborate with others in projects or
inter-class competitions, schoolmates can help and remind each other if they
have close relationships. Problems are always more easily solved as better
relationships foster effective communications. Hence, a positive atmosphere
can be maintained if we can get along with different people and you will be
mature.

Friends never let you down. Making more friends at school makes you feel
that you are not alone and they are always with you even when you're facing
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some difficulties. You will come through DSE with them and support each
other. Undoubtedly, your school life must be full of colours.

To conclude, following school rules and having good interpersonal
relationships are more pivotal than you can imagine. These are the main factors
to achieve success and an enjoyable school life. In a nutshell, T hope all of you
will adapt to the new school environment as soon as possible and treasure
the time you spend here in the coming years. That's the end of my sharing of
today. Many thanks and may the good luck be with you all.

Debate Speech - Plastic straws should be banned
in Hong Kong
by Ah-kion Audrey Lauren, 3B

Good morning, Madame Chairperson and classmates.

My name is Audrey and I'm the first speaker of the affirmative team. Let
me introduce our two other speakers. Sitting on my right is our second speaker,
Grace, and sitting on the far end is our third speaker, Katie. The topic of our
debate is “Plastic straws should be banned in Hong Kong.” We, the affirmative
team, believe that this statement is true.

Firstly, plastic straws are very hard to decompose. According to 4 ocean
which sells bracelets made from 100% recycled materials, plastic straws can take
up to 200 years to decompose - way beyond our life spans! For a one-time use,
they last a very long time as they are not biodegradable. As a result, billions
of plastic straws end up in landfills every day and pollute our environment for
centuries.

Secondly, plastic straws threaten the marine life. Many of the plastic
straws enter the waste streams while some straws end up in our oceans and
pose threats to the marine life. When plastic straws reach the ocean, many
marine animals mistake them for food. Upon ingesting, these straws can either
choke them or get stuck in their digestive tracts. I've seen images and videos of
turtles, whales and dolphins with straws in their stomach. There is a viral video
showing a turtle has a plastic straw stuck in its nostrils. While people were
helping it, the turtle kept coughing and bleeding. This shows how cruel humans
are, threatening the marine life with the large amount of plastic straws.

Thirdly, plastic straws will cause health hazards to humans. Most plastics
contain polypropylene and BPA, or bisphenol A as it is commonly known,
which is potentially toxic or carcinogenic. BPA is a harmful chemical found in
plastics that mimics the activity of hormones, most commonly estrogen, which
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will lead to several reproductive disorders and other conditions such as diabetes
and heart attack. The truth is, we shouldn’t have to wait for health statistics from
the government to determine if plastic is bad for our health. Plastic straws from
landfills enter the oceans and marine life, such as fishes and seabirds, consume
them. Consequently, we eat seafood that once consumed plastic in its lifetime,
and we are now likely to carry the toxins of plastic wastes.

To conclude, in view of the many hazards they pose to the environment
and living organisms, plastic straws should be banned in Hong Kong.
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Kkonminam — The Grey Area between two sexes
and Hong Kong culture

by Ho Ka Yan, 6B

Women wearing make up to make themselves look good has become a
norm in all societies. However, if the same thing applies on a man, passers-
by may cast sidelong glances at his unusual appearance. While the millennials
emphasize open-mindedness and respect, South Korean’s “Kkonminam”,
coining the words for “flower” and a “beautiful man”; has toppled the normal
standard of a man.

While the phenomenon might be jaw-dropping in foreign countries, men
wearing makeup or engaging themselves in skin care routine in South Korea
are actually widely accepted and embraced. One of the reasons is the influence
of South Korean’s blooming entertaining industry. The K-pop trend has swept
over the world in recent years with the debuts of famous bands like BTS
and EXO. It has set new standards for men. They have opened the world to
another possibility for men to be beautiful and muscular at the same time and
made them to be more acceptable, especially when the bands feature solely
handsome-looking men who excel at both singing and dancing. No wonder
they have dominated the music industry in Asia. Korean dramas like The Heirs
have also a major influence on young people as well, as most dramas feature
the romantic stories between a rich gentleman with an exceptional appearance
and a poor but beautiful woman. These indirectly indoctrinate the message
that men can be not only rich but also handsome and successful at the same
time. Korean cosmetic brands have also made use of the thriving entertaining
industry to boost their sales such as implementing product placement in TV
dramas, like Laneige’s top selling product — the two-tone lip bar, which has
become an overnight sensation after the female protagonist in Decedents of the
Sun applied it on camera. These all add up into the phenomenal influence on
the viewers to fall for the trend.

This raises a question — why is Kkonminam a trend in South Korea but not
in Japan, Taiwan and all the other places? The reason is subtle but not hard to
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track, which is the superficial culture in South Korea. Take South Korea’s sex
education as an example. The government guidelines for the high school pupils’
state that, “women have to work on their appearance to attract their spouse.”
Imagine that is what the teenagers receive since their tender age. No wonder
the “escape the corset” movement has sparked controversy in their country.
“Escape the corset” is a trend in which South Korean women are destroying
their makeup and cutting their hair in protest against stringent and unrealistic
beauty standards. Women will deliberately smash their makeup and take photos
of them to post it on the social media. Apparently, such beauty values are
profoundly ingrained in all Koreans, not just female but male as well. It is now
easier than ever to see young male teenagers openly promote their skin-care
routines and beauty hacks on the Internet, like the 16-year-old makeup vlogger
Kim Seung-kwan who makes videos featuring himself doing makeup and such.
He mentioned that he gained confidence after he covered up the pimples on
his face, implying that he felt an urge to hide his blemishes for improving his
appearance. This shows how much Koreans value on one’s looks, no matter
your gender. You have to look good and perfect all the time.

With the influx of Korean culture, Korean-related shops have started to
pop up in all main streets of Hong Kong. Our city has always been hailed as
a metropolis of cultural diversity and over 6.4 percent of our population are
born in foreign nations. It is not hard to find people with different skin tones
chatting in their native languages on streets. We are used to Filipino domestic
helpers sitting around in Central, Causeway Bay and Mong Kok, without them
being fined or prosecuted all these years. Since Hong Kongers have such high
tolerance towards different lifestyles — even when they may not fully understand
the reason behind, they seldom intervene or openly insult other people’s
traditions. Therefore it is not hard to come to the conclusion that Hong Kong’s
general public will gradually accept such a beauty trend after it becomes more
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common. At least things like passers-by shouting at Kkonminam that ‘You are
gay’ won't happen in Hong Kong.

Needless to say, Kkonminams’ unique appearance has blurred the line
between two genders raising various conundrums regarding heterosexuality or
non-heterosexuality. Beauty in men might be considered as a taboo in a few
centuries. However, controversial ideas and actions are not scarce in Hong
Kong. A lot of them have been allowed to be openly discussed in the public.
This could be associated with how much Hong Kongers value their “freedom of
speech” which has made this city a bedrock of different ideas. For instance, the

th

Hong Kong Pride Parade which took place on 17" November with the theme of
fighting for legal equality for local LGBT community has attracted thousands to
attend their march even though some participants are not part of the community
— they went there just to show support. It is not hard for us to appreciate how
open-minded and accommodating Hong Kong citizens are when it comes to
embracing new ideas and cultures. And K-beauty will just be another member

in the big family.

Common Education tool in the future - UR
by Lau Tsz Ying, 5E

Is virtual reality the new hype in our modern education? Well, this article
is all about the pros and cons of VR technology in the classroom. Just a few
years ago, virtual reality was a sci-fi concept for most of us. Soon enough, we
witnessed the release of the first VR headsets which showed us that almost
everything is possible.

Virtual reality is a fascinating tool because it lets us explore different
realities and alternate our experiences. By wearing a VR headset, you are
encountering high-quality visualizations that can show you another world. In
this world, students will be more engaged in their lessons and VR will become
an additional tool available to teachers. For instance, students can explore
rainforests or different kinds of rock formations in Geography lessons. It can
even provide instrumental videos for students who study Science before their
experiments. Therefore, for anything that requires students to have spatial
imagination, VR demonstrations will create the 3D relationship between objects
for an easier understanding. The traditional teaching methods can never reach
such effectiveness in reinforcing memory and experiences through visualization.
It seems that VR can help our learning much.

While virtual reality can be a great asset for most of the existing fields of
activities, it comes with limitations and shortcomings. The traditional education
is based on personal human communication and interpersonal connections. VR
is distinctive from this. It is between you and the software, and nothing else,
without the interactions between teachers and classmates. This can also ruin the
relationship between students and wipe out once and for all the overall human
interpersonal experience in a community.

As we have probably noted that VR is consistently evolving, it can bring
dozens of benefits to almost any field, while it can also prove to be harmful. We
should remain cautiously optimistic about its application in the future.
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Should Virtual Reality be used in classrooms?
by Fan Wing Shan, 5C

Some people say using Virtual Reality (VR) is beneficial to learning and
studying, but some say no. Do you support using VR in classrooms?

First, using VR during lessons can have students more engaged. Some
students feel that the lessons are boring. They do not enjoy them because they
are bored with the teachers’ talking and they cannot concentrate in class. Thus,
it is just a waste of time for both teachers and students. The teachers would feel
disappointed because the students are not listening to them. They may think
that they are not successful in their teaching. Also, the students are not learning
anything from the teachers if they cannot be motivated to learn. What is the
purpose of going to school then? For me, T hated Chinese History when T was
young, but once, the teacher used VR to help us experience the daily life and
wars in ancient China. At that moment, I fell in love with Chinese History. VR
can really help students learn and provide a better educational experience for
many students and educators.

Second, it is economical. Buying materials for science experiments can
cost a lot of money. If we use VR in lessons, we can save much money because
students do not have to do the experiments for real. The technology can show
them what will happen in the experiments. These immersive lessons enable
them to see the results and enjoy the experiments without any extra costs.

On the other hand, there is the view that VR also has some disadvantages.
First, many people are concerned that the quality of the visual information is
not always good. If the network is unstable, the students cannot really enjoy the
experience. The bad network will cause big delay in transmitting images, which
can cause motion sickness. Students may also miss some important things in the
videos.

There are also concerns that the VR will affect human health. Looking at
the screen for a long time will cause problems to the eyes. A report has stated
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that looking at the screen before sleeping will cause insomnia. Students have so
many lessons at school. If they look at the VR screen for such a long time, their
health will be affected.

In conclusion, we can see that the arguments of both sides of this
debate are compelling. I still support using VR in classrooms as technology
advancement is an inevitable trend.
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Overseas Studies
by Ng Tsz Ching, 5B

Would you like to study overseas? Do you think studying overseas
can improve your learning? In this article, T will give two reasons for the
phenomenon of Hong Kong parents sending their children to other countries to
complete their schooling.

The first reason for this phenomenon is that parents do not identify with
the education system in Hong Kong. The Hong Kong Diploma of Secondary
Education Examination (HKDSE) was adopted in 2012. This examination has
attached importance to students’ future studies since their grades will decide
whether they are eligible for a university place. Therefore, all schools keep
giving exam practice papers to students to drill their exam skills. Some parents
think this is not good for their children. They think that although this can help
students tackle the HKDSE, it cannot stimulate their motivation of study. Also,
students just memorizing all the exam materials without any deep thinking is
not real learning. Many parents do not identify with the education system in
Hong Kong and send their children overseas to complete their schooling.

The second reason for this phenomenon is that parents want their children
to have independence and problem-solving skills. Children must take care of
themselves when they are studying overseas because most of the overseas
students are living with their schoolmates or on their own. They must learn to
master the life skills such as making a meal, doing laundry and cleaning their
room. These skills are basic. In addition, students may face many problems
when they study overseas. For example, they may get sick and they have to
look after themselves. Another example is that they may not get along with
the local students. In that case, they should learn to manage their emotions
and solve this problem. So, giving their children the opportunity to learn
independence and problem-solving skills is another reason for Hong Kong
parents sending their children to study abroad.
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Regarding the impacts of this phenomenon, there is a positive impact on
the children who leave to study overseas — their motivation of study can be
increased. The education method overseas is different from that of Hong Kong.
Their main education principle is to help students develop creative thinking.
The schools overseas give more freedom to students than Hong Kong. They
do not assign lots of homework or tests. The education system there can help
students to learn in a more effective way than in Hong Kong.

However, this phenomenon may bring an undesirable impact on the
local schools in Hong Kong — the number of students will decrease. Based on
the data from the Hong Kong Government, the birth rate is not high and is
decreasing every year. Each woman gives birth to only 1.2 babies on average,
so we can see that the birth rate is quite low. If more and more local students
study overseas, the number of students will decrease further.

In conclusion, there are two reasons of why parents in Hong Kong are
sending their children to other countries to complete their schooling. However,
there are impacts on local schools and the children who leave to study
overseas. Whether parents should send their children overseas to study should
be decided carefully, after thorough discussions between parents and children.

213



214

Argumentative Essays

Print books are better than e-books
by Pang Sze Wing, 3C

E-books are very popular around this world. Lots of young people
read e-books during their free time. However, some of the older generation
think that print books are better than e-books. In this essay, I will discuss the
arguments for and against print books and e-books.

One argument against e-books is about our health. It is obvious that
reading e-books hurts our eyes. There have been a lot of news about the
harmful effects of using computers and mobile phones. For example, there is
a news report from the Apple Daily in which a doctor said that if we look at
the screen for a long time such as over two hours, we may get computer vision
syndrome (CVS). Information technology (IT) usually comes with side effects,
including headaches, sleep problems and eye fatigue. Also, we may get short-
sighted.

Another important argument is that e-book readers are very expensive.
For instance, a Sony’s e-book reader costs seven thousand eight hundred and
ninety-nine dollars. Even the cheapest still costs one thousand four hundred and
fifty dollars. In general, we can buy about eighty print books in eight thousand
dollars.

The third important argument is about copyright. In general, a lot of
online books are not paying the writers. Hence, if we copy or download books
without paying the writers, we may break the law by infringing copyright and
g0 to prison.

The last argument is about the battery life and the easy damage of e-book
devices. An e-book reader does not work when the battery is dead. Generally,
the battery of an e-book reader can last about three hours and it can be used
for about two years only. Moreover, if we drop an e-book reader on the floor,
the screen may easily be broken. If the screen broke, then we would not be
able to read any digital e-books using the device.
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As shown in the arguments above, there are some drawbacks of e-books.
On the other hand, there are also some disadvantages of print books.

The first disadvantage is that using print books is neither green nor
environmentally friendly. When making a print book, we need to cut down a
lot of trees. However, making an e-book reader does not require any tree. It
only needs some metal. Therefore, if we use e-book readers, the world will be
greener.

Another problem is that print books are too heavy. Carrying e-books is
more convenient because e-book readers are smaller and lighter. Also, we can
take notes in e-books. We can highlight and delete notes. We do not need to
buy new books too, because we only need to download books online. E-book
readers have a large collection. We can save a lot of different books in the
readers. It is extremely convenient.

In conclusion, although some people reckon that e-books are more
convenient, I still believe that print books are better than e-books because print
books have created a culture in this world. It is necessary for us to keep them.

215



Letter to Editor — Greater Bay Area
by Tsang Hau Nam, 5A

Dear Editor,

I am writing to express my opinion on the new policy that all Form 6
graduates need to join an internship programme in the Greater Bay Area for a
year before they enter university. T was shocked to hear this and T am worried
that this programme will bring me a lot of problems. T have no idea what will
happen to me during the internship programme, so I am strongly against this
idea.

My first concern is that it is difficult for me to adapt to the cultural
differences between Hong Kong and China. The people in China always go
for a drink and smoke while doing business. I am worried if T must learn to
drink and smoke, my father will be very worried, and I am sure most parents in
Hong Kong dislike this idea. Besides, some social media networks that are used
by most Hong Kong people are banned in China. We cannot use Facebook,
Instagram or Snapchat to communicate with our friends and family there. We
are only allowed to use WeChat and Weibo. Hong Kong does not have this kind
of restrictions. We can use all kinds of social media networks we like. T am sure
it is the most serious problem that I need to cope with during the internship
programme.

The next thing that I am worried about is the different legal systems
between Hong Kong and China. As I said, the central Government bans some
social media networks to stop the citizens in China from connecting with other
countries. They also set up rules to control citizens’ freedom of speech. In Hong
Kong, all of us can express ourselves freely, but we cannot do the same when
we are in the Greater Bay Area. Young people in Hong Kong tend to fight
for their rights through speech and protests. If they do this in China, they will
breach the law and be arrested and charged.
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Finally, food safety is another concern for me. I have learnt in a lot of
news about the poor quality of food in China. The hygiene of the restaurants
there is poor. I have been to Guangzhou for 3 days before and T found that the
restaurants there were very dirty. For example, they used the same towel to
clean the table and the bowls! It was so disgusting! I cannot imagine eating in
China every day.

I believe many teenagers share the same thoughts as me. It is hoped that
the government can think twice before enforcing this proposed new policy.

Yours faithfully,
Chris Wong

Letter to Editor — Overcrowded Hospitals
by Cheng Cho Kiu Jasmine, 5A

Dear Editor,

I am Chris Wong and I am going to respond to your article about the
overcrowded and understaffed hospitals in Hong Kong. I have some views over
this matter and would like to suggest ways to solve the problem.

First, I agree that the Hong Kong hospitals are understaffed, especially
during the flu season. For example, each nurse must take care of at least 10
patients on average. Therefore, the public hospitals should increase the medical
personnel to meet the one to six international ratios. It is not easy, however, to
recruit enough staff to work in public hospitals because the working conditions
there are tough, and the workload is heavy. Because of this, the hospitals are
persistently understaffed.

To help alleviate the understaff problem as well as the overcrowding
problem in hospitals during flu season, the government may provide more
free vaccines for people to reduce their chance of infecting influenza. To
attract more medical personnel to work in public hospitals, the government
may increase their salary. Many of the medical staff choose to work in private
hospitals because of the high pay compared to that of public hospitals. If they
can get higher pay in public hospitals, they may choose to work there instead.

Moreover, the government may offer subsidies to the elderly to get medical
treatment in private hospitals instead of public ones. The bed occupancy rates
in most public hospitals are more than 100 percent but many patients are
still queuing for treatments in public hospitals. If more people get subsidies
and seek medical consultation in private hospitals, the overcrowding and
understaffing problems in public hospitals can be alleviated.
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Finally, the government may provide more medical courses for school
leavers to train up more medical personnel for future.

In conclusion, T believe that the ways mentioned above may help to
relieve some tension in public hospitals. The government should keep working
out feasible ways to deal with the overcrowding and understaffing problems in
the long term.

Yours faithfully,
Chris Wong

Advice letter — Smartphone addiction
by Woo Wing Sum, 3C

Dear Mary,

Thank you for trusting me and sharing with me your problems. I can
totally understand how you feel about your brother David. I think I can help
you.

You have mentioned his problem of eating junk food after dinner which
leads to his obesity. He should eat fruits instead of junk food because junk
food is unhealthy and it leads to hypertension, high cholesterol and high blood
sugar. Therefore, I suggest he should visit a nutritionist. He or she will give
your brother some healthy menus to control the calorie intake. T used to eat ice
cream and chips after dinner too. The nutritionist told me to eat fruits instead
of snacks. This advice worked for me. Also, he had better eat less food that
includes starch since excessive starch will eventually be stored in his body in
the form of sugar and fat. In addition, he should go jogging after dinner every
night. It is a good way for him to keep fit.

It's common for teenagers to be addicted to their smartphones, which
reduces their time spent on their studies. How about asking your parents to
take away his mobile phone? Although it is a cruel idea, it is a really effective
method for him to battle the addiction. If nothing disturbs him, he will focus on
his homework. Besides, if he does not do his homework, he will not remember
what was taught in class. This will lead to bad academic results. In addition,
smartphones affect our eyesight if we play mobile games for too long.

Finally, you said that David fell asleep in class and as a result, his test
results got worse. Why doesn’t he sleep earlier every night? If he sleeps earlier,
he won't fall asleep in class and pay more attention to what his teachers say.
Also, if he pays attention in class, he can listen to what the teachers teach him
and he won'’t fail in examinations. Apart from this idea to improve his test
results, he has to study earlier but not only a few days before the examinations.
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He won'’t have enough time for that. It’s a good idea to set a timetable for
David. He will then learn to do the right thing at the right time.

Don’t worry too much. I'm sure these ideas will work. Feel free to talk to
me whenever you need someone to talk to.

Cheers,
Sally

Agony Aunt Letter — Tiger’s death
by Wong Hau Lam, 2A

Dear Emily,

I'm sorry to hear about your problems. Don’t worry. You should
think positively about Tiger’s death. Life must go on. You don’t need to blame
yourself because no one wants Tiger to die. You must miss him but don’t be
too upset, he will protect you from heaven.

You should also drink warm milk before sleeping. It can make you sleep
better. If you don'’t eat anything because of Tiger, he will be unhappy and it’s
bad for your health. You should eat something to ingest some nutrients so that
you can maintain a healthy body.

You should get back to the basketball practices, so that you will not think
about Tiger. When doing sports, you will not focus on Tiger, so you will not
be as depressed. If you have any problems, you can find your teachers, social
workers, parents or classmates to help you.

You should face the fact. Although you are very sad about it, you should
hold a funeral for Tiger and let him move on. It is also a respect for him. Don't
be too sad. When you miss him, you can look at his photos to remember him.

You need to remember that many people support you and they will help
you. If you have any problems, you should find a trustworthy person to talk to.

Cheer up!

Agony Aunt
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Letter to Juliet’s Father
by Chiu Wing Tung, 2C

Dear Father,

I am writing this letter to you because I want to tell you that I don’t want
to marry Count Paris and I want to tell you my feelings for Romeo.

I understand that you want me to marry Count Paris and you don’t want
me to meet Romeo anymore because you hate him so much. However, I don’t
want to marry Count Paris. I feel really sad if T need to marry him because he
is not the man who I love. We don’t have any common interest. Although he is
handsome and wealthy, he is not my type. If I marry him, I will cry every day. I
will miss Romeo very much and hate you forever!

I really love Romeo. The first time I met Romeo was at the ball and I had
fallen in love with him. I love Romeo not because he is handsome and wealthy,
but we have common topics to talk about. I love him so much because he
is kind, funny and considerate. I remember that last month, I forgot to bring
an umbrella, then T took cover from the rain under the awning of a store.
Suddenly, Romeo appeared and he gave me this umbrella. He was worried that
I might catch a cold, so he immediately gave me his jacket. He didn’t care about
himself and he always focuses on me and takes care of me. I love everything
about Romeo.

I really hope that you can let me go out with Romeo. I think no one can
be better than him. T don’t think you want your daughter to feel sad, right?

Love,
Juliet
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Letter to Juliet’s Father
by Kwong Wai Yu Trinity, 2D
Dear Father,

I'm writing to you because I don’t want to marry Count Paris and I want to
tell you my feelings for Romeo.

I know why you want me to marry Count Paris. You want me to marry
him because you want to work with his father, who is very rich and has a lot
of army and land. T know you are trying to give me the best and if T married
Count Paris, it would be the best choice. However, this is commercial marriage!

When you told me that T needed to marry Count Paris, I felt very upset
because 1 didn’t want to marry him. Marriage is very important to me because
it is for the rest of my life! I really do not love Count Paris. I think he is not my
destiny. T want to ask you a question, father. Why do you always control my
life?

My destiny is Romeo. I met Romeo at Capulet’s party. I fell in love with
him when we saw each other. It was love at first sight. Although Romeo is not
very handsome, he is very considerate and nice. Falling in love with him is
like walking on a rainbow. When he smiles at me, I feel very warm and sweet.
When our eyes are locked, it is like I can see a lot of meteor rain. Having
Romeo in my life makes me feel like I'm not alone. If I lose him, I want to die.
I do not regret meeting him. I really enjoy this love.

Father! Can T marry Romeo? Can you let me choose for myself? Please give
me freedom. I love you, father.

Love,
Juliet
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Lucky Village
by Chan Tsz Ching, 6B

What Lucky Village is famous for
Lucky Village is one of the most valuable villages in Hong Kong, not

only because of its prosperous yields nor its delicious handmade food, but its
wonderful view. Breathtaking and unparalleled view is what Lucky Village is
renowned for. Also, its mountainous terrain is a blessing for hiking lovers who
can not only hike but also enjoy its unbeatable view. You might have known
what Lucky Village is famous for, but have you got to know the story behind its

name?

Life in Lucky Village 40 years ago
Despite the prosperity of Lucky Village nowadays, it was not as thriving

as present 40 years ago. Villagers mainly fished to maintain their livings. Due to
its mountainous terrain, they found it hard to farm since there were inadequate
plains. Plus, it was not surprising that no foreign investment was interested in
this place. Yet, do you know what significant event that changed the life of
Lucky Village from ordinary to extraordinary?

An event that changed Lucky Village
Before Lucky Village was navigated, it had not been named ‘Lucky Village’

until a flood occurred. Massive waves destroyed all houses and infrastructure.
What was more unbelievable was that none of the villagers were injured or hurt
and that was how its name ‘Lucky Village’ came from. After this natural disaster,
many countries sent help with the renovation of the Village and that was how
this heavenly place was known to the public.
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A Time Machine to the Past!
by Chong Wing, 4B

Yesterday was great! We went on our school outing event to the National
Museum. I was so excited after noticing that we were going to see real
mummies from Egypt! It's really amazing to keep a dead body for thousands of
years, right?

The coach picked us up at 8:00am. The tour guide from the museum
asked us to pair up. I paired up with my friend Victoria. As we needed to work
on a project about the museum tour afterwards, T decided to take notes about
different events and things told by the tour guide. And Victoria would be taking
photos.

After entering the museum, we saw a huge dinosaur skeleton display. It
was so stunning that the dinosaur was almost in 3-storey high. After that, we
went to the fossil area for dinosaurs' eggs and footprints.

And then we went to the 2™ floor to visit the Evolution of Humanity
exhibition. T was shocked by those ape men models. It's obvious that monkeys
really share similar genes with humans.

After lunch, we went on the Rainforest Simulator. It was a 4D game for
visitors to experience the views and weather of the Amazon Rainforest. Tt was
so cool that we could feel saliva from the panther’s mouth. Then we finally
went to the Ancient Egypt: Tutankhamun exhibition. The tomb was incredibly
beautiful. Ancient Egyptians really liked to put gold in everything. From flip-
flops to crowns, literally everything. We also got an opportunity to try some
ancient Egyptian treats. Tasty!

After the museum tour, I understood the Evolution of humanity and
civilization. I've learnt how the earth ages and different landforms from the
deepest sea to the biggest dessert. The honey bread from the ancient Egypt

Magazine Articles

really impressed me so much. It was exceeding my expectations. I hope
supermarkets could put this on shelf.

It was a fantastic day for every one of us. Museum was a really amazing
place to go. It's like a time machine to the past and even sneak a peek into the
future. Victoria and I took tons of photos and notes. Now, we're planning for
our next visit to the museum. Can't wait for it!
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Tastes of Food
By Fung Hiu Yu Denise, 1A

"‘ - 7 ' | B A Ice-cream is soft and sweet,
k

Just like marshmallows so pleasant to eat.

Bread soaked in water so soggy and mushy,

@
Creative
: A -~ But not as bad as stinky tofu which is awfully smelly.
. wrltlng Lemons are sour, that make my eyes water,

» My mum loves it! Why, I wonder?

We like hot and spicy foods like curry,
We all come to the table in a hurry.

Wibbly wobbly jelly ever so sweet,
We can share some the next time we meet.

What is your favourite type of cheese?
Cream cheese is my favourite. I can pick it out with ease.

I love crisps which are so crispy.
I also love fries that are equally greasy.

Chewing gum is oh so fun.
You will never know when you are done.

Savoury, sour, bitter and sweet,
All are my favourite treats.
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From kidnap to escape

by Chan Sze Wing, Lam Hei Tung Hazel,
Li Fengen, & Ng Nok Yiu Yo Yo, 1C

One day, Fanny and her son, Zach, went to a supermarket to buy food for
dinner. Zach brought his pet, Marshmallow, so he could play with it while they
were buying the food.

While Zach was playing with Marshmallow, a man called Johnson asked
Zach, “Hey kid, what's your name?”

Zach answered in a shy way, “Umm, m... my name is Zach.”

Johnson said, “Oh Zach! What a nice name. Do you want to come with
me? We can play and share some sweets.”

“Really? Yes! Yes! I'd love to! Let’s go!” Zach replied quickly.

Johnson took Zach to a very creepy place. Zach was a bit disappointed.
He asked, “I was thinking we were going to a theme park. Where are we? Your
house is so spooky.” Suddenly, Johnson started to laugh. “HA HA HA ...!"”

When Fanny finished her shopping at the supermarket, she went to look
for her son, but she discovered Zach was not there. She got so impatient that
she started to cry but no one came to offer any help. Therefore, she decided to
look for her son by herself.

Zach and Marshmallow were still staying at the creepy place and Johnson
refused to let them go. It was dark and cold inside. Zach didn’t wear enough
clothes and he was scared of being in the dark. He felt cold and frightened.
Luckily, Marshmallow was with him. He was not alone.

Zach whispered to Marshmallow in a trembling voice, “Who is that man
actually? T thought he took us to go on rides. It is so dark and cold here. I... T
don’t want to stay here anymore. I want to go home.”

Marshmallow was thinking, “Oh my, how comes my owner is so stupid.”
She spoke to Zach helplessly, “Don’t you know he is a bad guy who has
kidnapped you?”

Zach realized the truth and he started to cry out loudly. Suddenly, the bad
guy came in because of Zach’s loud cry. He shouted at Zach, “Could you please
shut your mouth up? SHUT UP now!” Zach cried even louder than before.
Johnson had no idea how to stop him, so he gave Zach a candy to stop him
from crying.

When Zach cried, it seemed that the whole city could hear his cry. Fanny
heard his cry from afar, so she knew he was surely in trouble. She asked people
to help her to look for her son. However, no one could find him. They did not
know where he was. Fanny was very worried about Zach.

Zach was eating the candy happily, but Marshmallow was worried. She did
not know what to do to help Zach. Suddenly, she saw something behind a big
rock. She went there and tried to push the rock away. She discovered a secret
passage behind the rock, but she could not open the door. She asked Zach for
help. Zach was busy eating the candy, so he did not help Marshmallow to look
for the key.

Zach’s mom had an idea. She decided to get into the underground tunnel,
but no one wanted to follow her because they were afraid of ghosts. Fanny
went into the tunnel on her own as she was eager to look for Zach.

When Zach finished his candy, he found a key in his mouth. It was the
key for the door that led to the secret passage. He opened the door with the
key. They were so surprised that they saw an underground tunnel. “Eww! It's
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dirty and filthy here. It... it... WAIT! Something smells like POO. I don’t want to
walk into the tunnel.” Zach cried. Marshmallow thought, “Oh gosh! My owner is
a fool! T should try to make him leave this place.” She said to Zach, “Don’t tell
me you want to stay here forever.” Of course, Zach did not want to stay here.
They walked through the tunnel together.

At the far end, Fanny was walking towards Zach. She shouted, “ZACH!
MARSHMALLOW! ZACH!” She heard someone screaming in the tunnel. That
was her son, Zach. She was happy and worried when she met Zach. She asked,
“Zach, my sweetheart. It's mom. Where have you been? Are you alright?”

Zach and Marshmallow heard Fanny’s voice. They answered quickly, “Mom,
we are here! We saw an exit over there. Let's meet there!” At last, they reunited.

“Oh my sweet boy, I am so worried about you. Don’t leave me without
my permission next time. DO YOU UNDERSTAND?” Fanny talked to Zach
seriously.

Zach promised, “Yes mom. I am sorry. I won't do it again.”

2025 — The Future
by Wong Ching Yee, 3A

“We are going to kill you,” a deep voice growled in the darkness
surrounding Lila. It wasn’t like any voice she had ever heard and it was horrible
and terrifying. “Not human at all,” Lila decided. But suddenly, a glowing,
sharp object was spearing towards her through the darkness. She shouted in
surprise......

“Ouch!” Lila shot upright on her rock-hard bed. “It was just a nightmare,”
she muttered to herself. Tt was the third nightmare that she had had the past
three days. She looked out of the window and sighed. She could not remember
the last time she saw the blue sky, the jade sea, and the golden sand. Oh, how
she missed the beautiful view! Since 2017, the Earth has been polluted more
and more, until the sky had gone dark grey with smoke, the ocean an inky
black with oil, the sand littered with rubbish and dead fish. On the other side
of the coast, what had once been a lush forest with beautiful trees was now a
forest of factories. “This is 2025, folks,” Lila murmured under her breath.

After staring out the window for a few more minutes, Lila climbed
out of her bed and went to have breakfast, which was little more than a
packet of protein bars made with who-knows-what. It was dry, hard and
very unappetizing. Lila sat down on the couch in the living room and started
unwrapping her breakfast, while her younger brother, Mike was skipping into
the room. He was three years younger than Lila and was very energetic and
always filled with joy, despite the condition of the world around them. “Good
morning, sis!” said Mike cheerfully. “Good morning, Mike,” replied Lila not
as enthusiastically. Mike didn’t seem to notice when he grabbed a protein
bar from the kitchen counter and plopped down on the couch next to her.
“I wish we could go outside without wearing anti-pollution masks,” Lila said.
Mike’s attention turned to her, “Well, it's not like we could magically make the
world as it was before, but — ” he halted to a stop. “But what?” Lila demanded.
Mike hesitated, and said, “but we can see if we can find another planet where
humans can live on.” “And how do you suppose we can — oh! Are you sure
that is a good idea? If Dad finds out, we will be grounded forever!” Lila said,
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shocked. But the corners of Mike's mouth ticked up as he said, “Don't worry!
Since Mum and Dad are travelling, we can have an adventure and probably
save all humans!” Lila hesitated for a while. “Fine, let's go,” she finally said.
Mike's black eyes were filled with light. When he jumped up and down on the
couch, crumbs were falling everywhere and he followed Lila as she walked out
of the house into the glass-domed backyard.

Lila's father was a scientist and engineer. A few years ago, when the sky
had started to turn grey, he had an idea to save humans before it was too late.
He had planned to develop rockets and send people to space to find another
habitable planet for mankind to live. But years later he only built a prototype
with no willing subjects to join the plan. It was about 12m high with red cone-
shaped top and a round window on the side. Lila walked towards the rocket
and stared at it. She walked towards it with Mike behind her. She then opened
the hatch of the rocket with the press of the remote she snatched from the
cabinet near the front door before going into the backyard (not a safe place to
put important things to be honest). She gestured Mike to follow as she climbed
inside.

Inside there were two seats and a control panel with a lot of switches and
buttons. Although Lila had never piloted a rocket before, her mother, who was
a pilot, had a plane simulator at home. Lila loved playing with it since she was
little. She played with it very often so she was very familiar with the controls.

Luckily, the control panel was so similar to those in the plane simulator
that Lila assumed it was modelled after a plane. She sat down and turned on
the control screen above the control panel. It showed the amount of fuel inside
the tank, which was plenty and was able to sustain for 10 days. “That's very
impressive,” thought Lila. Mike plopped down into the seat next to her and
said, “All are ready, sis! There are enough food supplies and water to support us
for a month! And I promise that I won't eat anything unless you say so.” “Good,

now get ready for takeoff,” said Lila with a smile. She pressed a few buttons,
flipped a few switches, and the rocket started to shake. “Please work, please
work,” Lila prayed. Suddenly, she felt the rocket lift upwards. It worked! Lila
thought proudly. A few minutes later, she looked out of the window and saw
millions of stars glimmering and sparkling in the darkness outside. Mike let out
a girl-like squeal and looked at the window in awe. “I am the first 17-year-old
girl to travel to space!” Lila thought excitedly. She then pressed a few buttons
to get the rocket to fly out of the Solar System to another galaxy. And thus their
journey began.

A few days of searching and driving later, Lila started to lose hope and
felt homesick. She wanted to go home so badly that she always thought of her
mother hugging her before she went to sleep, her father teaching her interesting
science facts, and doing great science experiments with Mike. But she would
not give up. Mike also seemed determined to find another planet where
humans could live on.

Suddenly the control screen showed an image of a blue and purple planet
with oxygen, freshwater and zero pollution. It was also surrounded with some
spacecraft and seemed safe to land on. Lila felt hopeful and said, “Look Mike!
A completely habitable planet for humans! We found it!” Mike looked at her
with a wide smile plastered on his face. “Hooray! Why don't we go down and
explore?” he said giddily. “Sure, why not? Okay then, buckle up! Prepare for
landing.” Lila found a clear spot to land the rocket and proceeded to press the
button for the landing. The rocket slowly descended towards the planet surface
and landed with a thud that shook the earth. The pair of siblings came down
and took a deep breath. Lila had once thought she would never breathe in such
refreshing air ever again. She looked around her and realized that they were
not alone. Creatures of different colours, shapes and sizes surrounded them.
Some had four arms, some had three eyes, and some even had five mouths!
They gazed at the pair with curious eyes. It was an awkward moment. Lila in
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return was staring at the aliens with awe, shock and perhaps a little fear. One of
the aliens muttered with a female voice, “Humans, we haven't seen any of them
for ages.” Tears welled up in her single eye as the alien next to her exclaimed
with a male voice, “Quick! Hide them before he sees them!” Instantly, the
aliens grabbed one hand of each sibling's arms and dragged them into a cube
shaped building which Lila assumed was the house owned by the green three-
eyed alien. Inside, it seemed like the interior of a typical home on Earth with
furniture, lamps, bookshelves, etc. Lila glanced around as Mike demanded
crossly, “Who are you? Who is he you just mentioned? What are you going to
do to us?” The alien said, “Sit down, I am going to tell you everything.” Lila and
Mike sat down in the cushioned chairs around a round glass table and listened.

Apparently, humans once existed on this planet and were killed by the
power-hungry alien Magnus. He thought that humans were ugly and were
a waste of space. Lila thought that was a silly idea. Suddenly, the door was
opened and robots with rifles marched inside followed by a giant creature. Tt
was not like other aliens — it was dripping with black slime, hands with nails
as sharp as talons and big webbed feet. It grinned at them with a vicious sneer.
“Magnus,” Lila realized with terror. She felt even more terrified when she heard
the voice that haunted in her dreams coming out of the mouth of Magnus.
“Two of you are foolish to come here and you will pay!” he snarled. “Fire!” He
commanded. The siblings were dazed as the glowing bullets went flying. Lila
felt a sharp pain in her chest as darkness claimed her. She saw Mike's face one
last time before she entered her eternal slumber.

The Tale of a Bobby Pin
by Yau Ka Yee, 5B

I am a bobby pin, a poor bobby pin. Why? I have got plenty of brothers
and sisters but I have never seen them since I was used by my owner. I help
her catch her strands of hair every day. Unfortunately, she is forgetful, always
leaving me in the washroom, living room, and even kitchen. All T need to do is
to wait until the night when mum finishes her work. Tidying the house is her
daily chore. The kind-hearted always saves me and I will always be escorted
back to the drawer.

Today was Wednesday, the day I hated the most in a week. Since my
owner plays badminton every Wednesday, her hair becomes sweaty, worse
still, smelly. That's pretty horrible. T would absolutely vomit if T had a mouth. T
couldn’t stress enough how disgusting it was to stay in her head!

Finally, she had finished her training and went home. It was about time
to get rid of her head. This time, I was taken off and landed on the sofa, and
meanwhile, my owner was lying on the sofa and playing with her mobile
phone. Suddenly, I dropped into the aperture between seats and wedged in the
narrow crack. There was dark and I was a little bit breathless. I thought I was
about to die, drowning in the humidity till rusted away. I just fainted.

“Mum! Mum! Where is my bobby pin?” A young lady yelled.

“I have told you to put it back after you used it! You are going to be late
for school. Get a new one,” T reckoned it was my saviour.

Oh no! T had been wide awake after I heard these. I really wanted to have
a mouth and shout, “Mum! T am here!” T was completely devastated. I could feel
that I was sliding slowly due to the force of gravity. After several hours, I fell on
the ground finally.
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Just then, T saw the robot vacuum was walking towards me. What was
next? It stepped on me and I felt like T was flattened. Worse still, T was sucked
into its body and blocked its opening. It produced a few beeps and grasped
someone’s attention. I couldn’t see anything but I could feel that T was taken up
with the robot vacuum.

Finally, a ray of sunlight bent over my heart, casting a shadow. It was
mum with a halo above her! She found me! T was saved by Mum again. As
usual, Mum put me back into the drawer.

Mum, you are my hero.
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